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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

L. WILLIAM, SEIDMAN 
JAMES CANNON 
FRANK ZARB ~ 

WILLIAM F. GOROG~-

Clean Air Amendments 
• 

The Senate Committee on Public Works recently reported S. 3219, includ

ing the Clean Air Amendments of 1976. Action by the full Senate is 

expected shortly after the Easter recess. The House version of the 
Clean Air Amendments, H.R. 10498, is expected to reach the House floor 

in mid-May. This Memorandum outlines options regarding your response 

to these Amendments. 

I. BACKGROUND 

In a message to the Congress on June 27, 1975, you asked that the 
Clean Air Act of 1970 be amended to extend the current automobile 
emission standards from 1977 to 1981. This position in part re
flected the fact that auto emissions for the 1976 model autos have 
been reduced by 85% compared with pre-1968 emission levels, and 
that further reductions would be increasingly expensive to obtain. 
Both Chambers of the Congress have held extensive hearings on this 
matter, and the respective Committees on each side have reported 
Bills that includ~ far more stringent emissions standards than you 
requested. The present law, without amendment, would establish 
standards beginning in 1978 that are even more stringent than those 
contained in the Senate or House Bills. 

For comparative purposes, your recommended position and the Senate 

and House positions are outlined as follows: 






































































































